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us that he had no alternative but to give us each ten days*
C.B.
Being confined to barracks when on the march is not the
irritating punishment it is when in barracks. For one thing
it is impossible to be strictly ' confined/ and the offender
cannot be spared from his part in the smooth working of the
military machine. Indeed he is given an infinitely greater
part and is made to do all sorts of additional fatigue duty.
In our case we were also made to walk instead of riding on
the gun-limbers.
On a long march such as this it was the custom to rest
one day in three, when we were allowed to take an easy.
During our first c break' we pitched our camp in wooded
country, inhabited by a host of small monkeys, which kept
up an incessant chattering. I got it into my silly head that
it might be a good idea to catch one of these monkeys and to
tame it. The idea failed to meet with any great response,
but two or three of us contrived a trap. This consisted of
digging a small hole and filling it with gram, with which our
horses were fed. Our hope was that a monkey would
attempt to extract the food, and in doing so would catch his
leg in a loop at the end of a piece of cord, which would be
drawn tight at the appropriate moment.
Everything went according to plan. One of the monkeys
came down from the trees and approached the hole gingerly.
We let him eat some of the gram unhindered, and then
when he seemed confident that all was well we pulled the
string and hauled the captive towards us. And then the
fun began. The animal started to squeal. We tied it up
to a tree and I*could see that the cord was eating into its
leg. He was squealing so pitifully that we made him as
comfortable as we could and eased the pressure of the cord*
But the noise went on and had the inevitable result, AH
his friends cried out in sympathy. More than that,
they decided to come and give what assistance they
could.                                 ^
In a moment we were invaded by hundreds of monkeys.
The noise was deafening, and the immediate effect was that
our hordes strained-at the picketing line to such an extent